
Cultural Identity:  
Race and Ethnicity

Beneath the armor of skin and bone and mind 
most of our colors are amazingly the same.  

Aberjhani  



Cultural Identity:  
Race and Ethnicity  

o culture  groups  

o may  have  few  or  many  characteristics  
(language,  religion,  race,  food,  etc .)  

o subculture  of  a larger  culture  

o race  

o secondary  biological  characteristics  

o humans  are  all  a single  species  

o ethnic  groups  

o ethnocentrism  -  tendency  to  regard  
oneôs own  culture  and  group  as superior  



What race 
are these 
people?  



o Race does  not  exist  on  a scientific  level  despite  
the  influence  of  the  idea . 

o Biological  variation  is real ;  the  order  we  impose  on  
variation  by  using  the  concept  of  race  is not . Race 
is a product  of  the  human  mind,  not  of  nature . 

o Based  on  a three  category  system  developed  in  
Europe  in  the  18 th  century  ï caucasians , 
mongoloids  and  blacks . 

o The truth  is that  there  is very  little  fundamental  
genetic  variety  between  humans  and  no  way  to  
tell  where  one  category  stops  and  another  begins . 
Race is literally  skin  deep . There  has  not  been  
enough  time  for  much  genetic  variation . We do 
not  have  distinct  races  or  subspecies  of  humans . 

Race 



Rosa Parks  

Japan Town, San Francisco, 
1910  

Race in the US 

 Genetic mixing is so 
common and complete 
that most geographers 

dismiss race as a 
category since it cannot 
be clearly tied to place . 

Dogs Used to Control 
Protestors, 1957  

Woody Allen  



Distribution of US Population 
by Race/Ethnicity


