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How to Be a Smart Voter

Voters are predisposed to think and vote a certain way based on


Party affiliation

Issue affiliation

Candidate affiliation
Most go into race predisposed to vote for a particular candidate or party … without necessarily questioning why.
To avoid cognitive dissonance, we only hear what supports our predispositions and filter out or explain away what does not.
Smart voters are critical voters … as in critical thinking.

They distance themselves from the issues and candidates they believe in. They may finish the process in the same place they started but at least they will know why.
Most of us want to be smart voters. We just think we’re too busy to spend the time it takes to be smart voters.
The Smart Voter Process helps you pare down that process to the essentials.
It’s best to start early in the election season, the earlier the better. The process will work no matter when you start. It works for issues – such as constitutional amendment elections – as well as for candidates.
The Smart Voter Process


The process has three phases: collect, compile and cram.
1. Collect 

longest phase … the longer it is, the easier the other two will be

You need a list and a box.
· candidate list
comprehensive - LWV, newspaper, county clerk or Texas Secretary of State website

make your own

learn your list
concentrate on opposed candidates

· shoebox
put your box in an easily accessible but out-of-the-way place … you’re going to use it for a long time
Everything that has anything to do with the candidates on your list goes in the box.

Direct mail 


Pamphlets


Newspaper & magazine articles


Notes from a particularly informative TV or 

radio spot 

It’s better to have more than you need rather than less.
2. Compile

Put together a list of the issues that are most important to you at that time, in that election.
	Your priority number
	Issues
	Candidate closest to your position

	
	Economic Issues:


	

	
	Environmental Issues:


	

	
	Government Spending:


	

	
	Foreign Policy:


	

	
	Social Programs:


	

	
	others?


	


Study your candidate list and your issue list.
Are there big questions that are unanswered? If so, look for the answers but understand that you will never have all of the information you want. If there is someone whose opinion you trust, share your concerns.
Ultimately you’ll probably make a mini-max decision - minimize the negatives and maximize the positives.
Chances are, none of the candidates will be exactly what you want. Pick the one who comes closest to your opinions on the issues that matter most to you.
Don’t be afraid to change your mind. Wherever you end up, make sure you know why!
3. Cram 

Can take place any time -
whenever you have time

before debates, candidate forums, speeches

before voting

You need: 

· an open mind

· a little time 

· your box 

Sort your box by race, keeping material from race you’re interested in.
Skim materials looking for specific things depending on your reason.
· free time cramming

get familiar

keep it brief

avoid boredom

· event prep cramming

candidate details -
background

issues

unanswered questions

event details -
expectations

event format / rules

commentary

· vote prep cramming

get past style to substance / past packaged image to the real candidate

look carefully at campaign materials for
emotional appeals/manipulation

distortion tactics

name-calling

rumor-mongering

loaded statements

guilt by association

catchwords
phony issues

passing the blame

promising the sky

evading the real issues

check sources of information, money, ratings, etc

look at campaign processes
candidate accessibility

sufficient information

appearance of openness and honesty

Useful Websites

A history of campaign commercials 


http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us 


www.ammi.org 

Weeding out the falsehoods 


www.truthorfiction.com 


www.factcheck.org (Annenberg) 

LWV’s Debate Archive 


www.lwv.org/elibrary/video.html 

The Debate Book 


www.debateproject.com 

Democracy Net 


www.DNet.org 

Project Vote Smart 


www.vote-smart.org 

A complete list of candidates as well as all voting rules and regulations … and probably a list of polling places 


www.sos.state.tx.us 
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