
In reality, there is no such thing as absolute freedom. 
The rules of social interaction determine one's 

freedom. 
Eraldo Banovac 



Ásociological significance of social structure 

Águides our behavior 

Ábehavior decided by location in social structure 

Álevels of sociological analysis 

Ámicrosociology: focus on social interaction 

Ámacrosociology: large-scale features of social life 



ÁReality is shaped by our perceptions, evaluations and 
definitions. 

ÁSocial reality is constructed from social interactions. 

ÁOur response to ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ behavior is based on the meaning 
we attach to his/her actions. 

ÁThe ability to define social reality reflects a ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ power 
within society. 

ÁMembers of subordinate groups 
challenge traditional definitions, and 
perceive and experience reality in a 
new way. 



Ánegotiation: attempt to reach agreement with others 
concerning the same objective 

ÁPeople reshape reality by negotiating changes in patterns of 
social interaction. 

Ánegotiated order: social structure that derives its existence 
from the social interactions through which people define and 
redefine its character 

Árelationship between individuals and society: interdependent 
with individuals both creating society and being products of 
that society 



Á...a reciprocal exchange in which two or more people read, 
react and respond to each other 

ÁFelipe and Mary participate in a video conference. 

ÁDavid tweets his opinions about the latest political crisis. 

ÁSally and Veronica argue about a new piece of gay rights 
legislation. 

Áexamine face-to-face interactions: eye contact, smiling, body 
language 

ÁSocial interaction is reciprocal. 



Ápersonal space: region surrounding a person which they regard 
as psychologically theirs ... the most inviolate form of territory 
... Most people value their personal space and feel discomfort, 
anger or anxiety when their personal space is encroached, 
although those living in densely populated places likely have 
lower expectations of personal space. 

Áintimate zone: reserved for close friends, lovers, children and 
close family members 

Ápersonal/friend zone: used for conversations with friends, to 
chat with associates and ingroup discussions 



Ápersonal space 

Ásocial zone: reserved for strangers, newly formed groups and 
new acquaintances 

Ápublic/audience zone: used for speeches, lectures and 
theater ... reserved for larger audiences 



ÁPersonal space is affected by a person's position in society, 
with more affluent individuals expecting a larger personal 
space. 

ÁMales typically use more personal space than females. 

ÁPeople use more personal space as they get older. 

ÁMost people have a fully developed (adult) sense of personal 
space by age twelve. 

Átouching: Being comfortable with touching varies across 
cultures. In US culture, touching is normally reserved for the 
intimate zone, with all others being limited to a quick 
handshake. 



Ástereotype: a widely held but fixed and oversimplified image or 
idea of a particular type of person 

Áassumptions about what people are like based on sex, race, 
age, social class, etc 

Áclassify others by visible characteristics 

ÁIdeas about characteristics guide our behavior. 



How Self-Fulfilling Stereotypes Work 



Social structure is comprised of the enduring and relatively 
stable patterns of relationships between groups of individuals, 

the way in which a society is organized into the positions people 
occupy and the relationships between them. 

Humans are highly social animals. We live in groups and it is 
unusual for us to choose isolation from other people for long. 

When we are deprived of human social contact, we often seek 
substitutes: talk radio, television shows, books, pets, stuffed 

ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ¢ƻƳ IŀƴƪǎΩ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΣ ŜǘŎΦ 



The need for human social contact and the rewards that it can 
bring lead most people to become members of numerous social 

groups: family members, employees of companies, citizens, 
members of ethnic groups, clubs, vocational associations, 

political parties, religious groups, etc. 

Our behavior is adjusted to and by the various groups of which 
we are members. Our individual identities are greatly defined by 
the groups to which we belong and by our positions within them. 

Think about the last time that you met a stranger at a social 
gathering. You probably asked questions about what groups 

he/she belongs to and does within them. 





team positions (statuses) in football 

Á...socially defined position 
in a group or society 
characterized by certain 
expectations, rights and 
duties ... In all cultures, 
members of the society 
will hold many different 
statuses. 

Áascribed status: status 
one is born with 

Áachieved status: status 
one earns 



Áimposed/bestowed by 
society as result of 
inheritance 

ÁSociety dictates ascribed 
status to a given individual. 

ÁōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŀƎŜΣ 
sex, race, etc 

Árigid, unbending and not 
easy to change 

 ACHIEVED STATUS 

Áaccomplishment based 

ÁThere are preconditions to 
obtaining an achieved status. 

ÁōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ 
capabilities, potential and 
abilities 

Áless stable since it is self-
changing 

ÁIn modern societies, achieved 
status has more importance. 

ASCRIBED STATUS 


