
 It is only Americans who say that our freedoms and prosperity 
are the reason foreigners hate us.  

If you ask the foreigners, they make it clear that it's America‘s 
bullying foreign policy they detest.  

Harry Browne  



Pearl Harbor: US naval base in Hawaii attacked by Japan on December 
7, 1941, initiating US entry into WWII. 

pre-WWII: US emerging world power with weak military and suffering 
economic Depression 

post-WWII: US most powerful nation in the world, economically and 
militarily ... 1/2 world’s economic production, 2/3 world’s gold 
reserves, 3/4 world’s invested capital ... US navy and air force both 
larger than combined navies and air forces of rest of the world ... 
monopoly on the atomic bomb (temporarily) 

Entry into the war transformed American 
society. 

birth of the Nuclear Age 

changed the nation’s focus from 
isolationism to multilateralism  

focus on keeping the peace 



international governmental organization (IGO): organization created by 
at least two and often many nations ... operates internationally to 
achieve the purposes that member nations agree on 

United Nations: IGO created shortly before end of WWII to guarantee 
security of nations and promote global economic, physical and social 
well-being 

Bretton Woods Agreement: international 
financial agreement signed shortly before 
the end of WWII ... created the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund 

International Monetary Fund (IMF): 
mandate to stabilize international 
financial relations through fixed monetary 
exchange rates 
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World Bank: provides loans for large economic development projects 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT): devised shortly after 
WWII as an interim agreement until a World Trade Organization could 
be created to help lower tariffs and increase trade 

multilateralism: US foreign policy in which actions are taken in 
cooperation with other states after consultation 



Cold War: Ideological, political and economic impasse that existed 
between the US and the USSR following the end of their WWII alliance 

43-year conflict (1946–1989) between the US and the Soviet Union 

US institutions designed to meet the 
threat: Departments of State and Defense, 
CIA, office of the National Security Adviser 

9/11 focused attention on and re-
evaluation of institutions in light of new 
threats. 



mutual assured destruction (MAD) 

...national security policy in which a full-scale use of nuclear weapons 
by two or more opposing sides would cause the complete annihilation 
of both attacker and defender 

based on theory of deterrence: the threat of using strong weapons 
against the enemy prevents the enemy's use of those same weapons 

requires second-strike capability (ability to respond to a nuclear attack 
with powerful nuclear retaliation against the attacker) as otherwise the 
other side might attempt to try to win a nuclear war in one massive 
first strike 



US foreign policy dominated by containment, the idea of limiting 
Communist power to its then-existing nations. 

Truman Doctrine: US policy initiated in 1947 of providing economic 
assistance and military aid to nations fighting against communist 
revolutions or political pressure 

Marshall Plan: European Recovery 
Program of extensive US aid to 
Western Europe after WWII ... 
named after Secretary of State 
George C. Marshall 



Cold War global structure: bipolar, world divided into two centers of 
power, US and its allies (the West) vs. Soviet Union and its allies (the 
East) 

brinkmanship: term coined during Cold War to describe tactic of 
seeming to approach brink of war in order to persuade one's 
opponent to retreat. 

an effective tactic because neither side could contemplate mutually 
assured destruction in a nuclear war 

worsened relationship between Soviet Union and US 



containment: strategy to oppose expansion of Soviet 
power, particularly in Western Europe and East Asia, 
using military power, economic assistance and 
political activity ... expectation that Soviet system of 
government would eventually collapse on its own 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): regional 
political and military organization created in 1950, 
first peacetime military treaty the US joined 

Warsaw Pact: a collective defense treaty among 
the Soviet Union and seven Soviet satellite states in 
Central and Eastern Europe during the Cold War, 
reaction to NATO 





John F. Kennedy continued containment policy, but expanded it to 
incorporate establishing cordial relations. Met Khrushchev in Vienna, but 
it did not go well. 

Cuban Missile Crisis: Soviets deployed intermediate-range ballistic 
missiles in Cuba. 

US reacted strongly, placing naval blockade around Cuba. 

Khrushchev backed down. There would be no nuclear war. 

Resulted in the installation of a hotline between the two nations. 

Cold War liberalism: post–WWII belief in liberal policies at home - 
equal rights for minorities, an activist federal government, etc - and 
aggressively challenging Communism abroad 

Russian Hacking is Spurring a Revival of Cold War Liberalism 

hotline between White House 
and Kremlin 
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Vietnam War (1955-1975): officially fought between North Vietnam and 
government of South Vietnam 

Cold War era proxy war: N Vietnamese army supported by Soviet 
Union, China, communist allies vs. S Vietnamese army supported by 
US, South Korea, Australia, anti-communist allies 

American military advisors arrived in 1950 but US involvement 
escalated in the early 1960s, with troop levels tripling in 1961 and 
again in 1962. 

Vietnamization: policy of Nixon administration to end US involvement 
in Vietnam War through a program to expand, equip and train S 
Vietnam's forces and assign them an ever-increasing combat role while 
steadily reducing number of US combat troops 



Vietnam War (1955-1975) 

Despite Paris Peace Accord (signed by all parties in 1973), fighting 
continued until the capture of Saigon by the North Vietnamese Army in 
1975, marking end of the war. North and South Vietnam reunified 
following year as the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

US involvement was part of the domino theory of a wider containment 
policy, with the stated aim of stopping the spread of communism 
worldwide. 

domino theory: prominent from 1950s to 1980s ... posited that if one 
nation in a region came under the influence of communism then the 
surrounding nations would follow in a domino effect ... used by 
successive US administrations during Cold War to justify the need for 
American intervention around the world 



Richard Nixon oversaw shift from era of confrontation to era of 
negotiation with Soviets. 

détente: relaxation of tensions between the US and the Soviet Union 
that occurred during the 1970s 

easing of relations with China 

Nixon Doctrine: policy implemented at the end of the Vietnam War, US 
would provide arms and military equipment to nations but not do the 
fighting for them 

US President Richard Nixon tries using chopsticks at a banquet given in 
his honor by Communist Leader Premier Zhou Enlai, left, and 

Communist Party Leader Chang Chung-chiao, right, in the Great Hall of 
the People February 26, 1972 in Beijing, China.  



Jimmy Carter emphasized human rights, morality in foreign policy. 

Iranian hostage crisis (1971): crisis during the Carter Administration 
when Iranian students with support of the Iranian government took 
over the US embassy in Tehran, holding embassy personnel hostage 

Carter Doctrine: policy announced after the 1979 Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, Persian Gulf area is a vital US interest and US will fight to 
maintain access to it 

end of détente 



Ronald Reagan had a confrontational relationship with Soviet Union. 

Star Wars strategic defense system: develop a sophisticated anti-ballistic 
missile system to prevent missile attacks from the Soviet Union 

the Reagan Rearmament:  initiated a $1.5 trillion military buildup, the 
largest in American peacetime history, which was aimed at drawing the 
Soviets into an arms race he was convinced they could not win 

period of heightened Soviet aggression 

In 1980, Soviet Union sent thousands of troops into Afghanistan. US 
and European allies devised measures to compel Moscow to withdraw, 
including economic sanctions and trade embargoes. Took ten years of 
insurgency before Moscow finally withdrew, leaving the nation to 
Taliban control. 



period of heightened Soviet aggression 

In 1983, Soviet jet fighters intercepted a Korean Airlines passenger 
flight in Russian airspace and shot the plane down, killing 269 
passengers and crewmembers. 

In 1983, US invaded Caribbean island nation of Grenada, after a 
bloody coup provided US with an excellent excuse to eliminate a 
Marxist regime allied to Fidel Castro's Cuba. It signaled the end of 
the Brezhnev Doctrine that once a nation went Communist, it would 
stay Communist. 

Soviet intermediate-range 
nuclear weapons  

In 1983, Soviet negotiators walked 
out of intermediate-range nuclear 
force talks (START) in Geneva, 
setting no date for resumption. 



Reagan Doctrine: policy in which US would provide military assistance 
to anti-communist groups fighting against pro-Soviet governments ... 
assisted “freedom fighters” in El Salvador, Nicaragua, Afghanistan 

Soviet Union had serious internal economic and leadership problems. 
Three leaders died between 1982 and 1985. 

Gorbachev and Reagan 

focused on improving relations between Soviets and US 

Eventually agreements were signed that would facilitate the 
destruction of all intermediate nuclear forces. 

final thaw in the Cold War 
Berlin Wall came down 



1990 Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait  

GHW Bush: new focus on areas of dangerous instability after end of Cold 
War 

1989: revolt by Eastern Europe 

Communist governments fell. 

Soviet Union did nothing to quell the rebellion. 

US helped with transitions to democracy. 

1990: Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait 

Operation Desert Storm: the successful US-Allied response to Iraq's 
attempt to overwhelm neighboring Kuwait 

Powell Doctrine: advocated an all-or-nothing approach to military 
intervention ... Among other criteria, emphasized use of 
overwhelming force to ensure quick and decisive victory, and 
adoption of an exit strategy prior to any intervention. (How will we 
know when it’s time to leave?). 





1991: Soviet Union collapsed. 

Yugoslavia: The Yugoslav Wars were a series of ethnically-based wars 
and insurgencies fought from 1991 to 2001 inside the territory of the 
former Yugoslavia that facilitated the breakup of Yugoslavia when its 
various republics declared independence. 

US peacekeeping and monitoring force was 
dispatched. 

US arbitrated peace treaty between 
Bosniaks and Croats. 

Croatian troops trained by a private 
consulting firm licensed by the US State 
Department. 

Siege of Dubrovnik  



Bill Clinton faced a complex world. 

engagement: policy implemented during Clinton administration, US 
would remain actively involved in foreign affairs 

enlargement: policy implemented during Clinton administration, US 
would actively promote expansion of democracy and free markets 
globally 

economic: NAFTA, Free Trade Area of the Americas, Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Agreement, World Trade Organization 

political: NATO, European Union 

Somalia: Clinton pulled US troops out of combat when chaos ensued 
after the socialist government was overthrown in 1991. 

rise of Islamic fundamentalism 



9/11  

GW Bush 

Attacks on 9/11 had a profound impact on US foreign policy. 

war on terrorism 

Operation Enduring Freedom (against al-Qaeda and Taliban) 

Afghanistan 

Bush Doctrine: preemption ... policy advocated by GW Bush of using 
preemptive military action against a perceived threat to US interests ... 
strike first to prevent nations that support terrorism from developing 
weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) 

dramatically different than previous 
Bush administration foreign policy and 
Powell Doctrine 

enemy unclear 



Terrorism has existed for centuries but the use of terrorism to further a 
political cause has accelerated since WWII with the rise of nationalist 
movements in the old empires of the European powers. 

Between 1969 and 2009, there were 38,345 terrorist incidents around 
the world. Of these, 7.8% were directed against the US. 

Almost 43% of attacks against the military were against the US military. 

28.4% and 24.2% of all worldwide terrorist attacks against diplomatic 
offices and businesses, respectively, were aimed at US institutions. 

Between 2001 and 2009, there were 91 homegrown terrorist attacks 
and 380 international terrorist attacks against the US. 

Preferred method of attack against US for international terrorists was 
bombings (68.3%) and for domestic terrorists was arson (46.2%). 

1998 US embassy bombings 



2015 

In order for an attack to be considered a terrorist attack, it must have 
four key components. 

attack must be planned or organized, meaning it cannot be a random 
or arbitrary attack but must have been intentionally constructed 
preceding the action 

attack must be politically motivated, carried out because of an 
organization’s attempt to project its ideologies or expand its sphere of 
influence 

attack must target civilians and not military officials or armed forces 

attack must be conducted by a subnational or clandestine group, not 
uniformed military organizations 

Maps Show Every Terrorist Attack 
Worldwide for the Last 20 Years 
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Pre-9/11 Terrorist Acts Targeting the US 

1983 Beirut Lebanon car bomb, 63 dead Islamic Jihad 

1983 Beirut Lebanon truck bomb, 241 marines killed Shi’ite 

1983 Kuwait City Kuwait truck bombs, 5 killed Shi’ite 

1984 Beirut Lebanon truck bomb, 24 killed  Islamic Jihad Org. 

1985 Mediterranean Sea Achille Lauro, 1 killed linked to Libya 

1986 Athens Greece TWA flight bombed, 4 killed  Arab Revolut. Cells 

1986 West Berlin Germany disco bombed, 2 killed linked to Libya 

1988 Lockerbie Scotland Pan Am 747 exploded, killing 270 linked to Libya 

1993 NY NY WTC truck bomb, 6 killed linked to al-Qaeda 

1993 Somalia US helicopters shot down, 18 killed linked to al-Qaeda 

1995 Oklahoma City car bomb, 168 dead US terrorism 

1995 Riyadh Saudi Arabia car bomb, 6 killed  Isl. Movem. / Change 

1996 Dhahran Saudi Arabia truck bomb, 19 killed Saudi Hezbollah 

1998 
Nairobi Kenya and Dar es 

Salaam Tanzania 
truck bomb, 224 killed al-Qaeda 

2000 Aden Yemen boat bomb against USS Cole, 17 killed al-Qaeda 



Attacks on 9/11 had a profound impact on US society. 

rebirth of patriotism 

incredibly high levels of presidential approval 

US cynicism: no evidence to support claims that cynicism has declined 

civil liberties: US civil liberties have been seriously threatened by new 
legislation aimed at curtailing terrorism (USA Patriot Act). 

Suspected terrorists denied traditional civil liberties and due process 
of law ... military tribunals, unlimited detainment, deportation 

difficult to defend against terrorism in an open 
society … terrorists have stealth, surprise, 
willingness to die … improved security and 
intelligence clashes with civil liberties 



Bush administration made clear in the summer of 2002 that Saddam 
Hussein was an immediate danger to the security of the US. 

UN inspectors unable to find WMDs. 

Bush convinced other nations of the need for ousting Hussein, but did 
not convince the UN Security Council. 

France and Russia in opposition but US proceeded anyway and 
Hussein overthrown in the spring of 2003. 

on-going effort: aftermath complex and 
difficult in terms of maintaining order, 
Abu Ghraib prison controversy, Iraqi 
elections, etc 



Barack Obama: era of improvisation 

strategy of restraint: patient and careful in the employment of 
American national power, especially military power ... signaled 
commitments without being needlessly provocative ... sought long-
term results rather than responding to specific crises 

pivoted (rebalanced) to Asia-Pacific ... reaffirmation of US 
commitment to Asia due to China’s rise, India’s dynamism, other 
countries’ economic progress, North Korea’s dangerous ways 

made Russia pay economic price for attacks on Georgia and Ukraine, 
while signaling that US and allies could increase economic costs 
further if need be ... kept crisis in perspective, worked closely with 
European allies, employed significant but non-military instruments 
of national power in response to Russian aggression 



Barack Obama 

strategy of restraint 

creative and patient international sanctions campaign against Iran’s 
attempts to gain  nuclear weapons 

limited Islamic State’s progress with US and coalition airstrikes ... 
redeployed US military personnel to rebuild and retrain Iraqi army 

hands-off approach in Syria, Libya, Yemen, Egypt, Afghanistan failed 
and situations worsened 



forms of terrorism 

attacks on buildings/ships 

World Trade Center 1993 

USS Cole in Yemen (2000) 

September 11, 2001 Attacks 

assassinations 

assassination attempt on GHW Bush 

kidnappings for ransom or execution 

numerous examples, especially throughout Middle East, involving 
foreign nationals (civilians, journalists, religious workers, diplomats, 
etc) 



defense spending 

Trend in reductions reversed after 9/11. 

Currently takes up about 1/5 of federal budget. 

guns vs. butter debate 

Conservatives argue against budget cuts that would leave the 
military unprepared. 

Liberals argue for budget cuts to provide more money for domestic 
programs in US. 

Military spending is hard to cut since it means a loss of jobs in 
congressional districts. 








