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...one of the most important organizations of the
Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s




...an American educator and civil rights acfivist,
known for his work as a leader of SNCC on voter
education and registration in Mississippi during
the Civil Rights Movement

developed as one of most influential black leaders
ggle ... had a vision of grassroots




...raised and distributed foundation funds to civil rights
organizations for voter education and registration
vork in the southern US from 1962 to 1968

Kennedy administration in
T would shift

B VOTING IS A
R RESPONSIBILITY
SN NOT JUST
2 A RIGHT



...goal to overcome legal barriers at the state and
local levels that prevented African Americans from
exercising their right to vote under the 15M
amendment (1870) to the US Constitution

banned use of literacy tests

ederal oversight of voter
ess than 50% of
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President Lyndon B. Johnson, Martin LU’rhe% ﬂ ﬁj‘ £

King Jr and Rosa Parks at the SI ning of
the Voting Rights Act, 08/06 1965 £



... government by the people, especially rule
of the maijority

.
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N the supreme power




protects the interest of citizens
prevents monopoly of authority
oromotes equality

sible and stable administration
INng authorities




might allow misuse of public funds and fime

facilitates corruption when those elected take
advantage of authority for personal gain

ice of public servants




demos: the people




In a DIRECT DEMOCRACY, citizens
themselves choose their laws, while
in a REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY,

elected representatives do
this for them.




popular sovereignty

> rment policies reflect the wishes of the
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Fundamental Principles of
Representative Democracy




political liberty
form and express opinions
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Objections to Majoritarian
Representative Democracy




questions about popular sovereignty: Does

Tment do what citizens wante Do citizens
an citizens be involved




ques’rlons about political equality: Do some have

ent and substantial advantages over others in
he political game open to all
nd policies




stfructure: fundamental and enduring factors
that influence government and politics

inkages: political actors, institutions and
it public wants and




" Governmental
Action

President
Congress
Supreme Court

The buraaucracy

Govommental L.vol

Public opinion and the news media
Interest groups and social movements
Elections

Political pames

International system
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Background: The Voting Rights Act of 1965 ransiormed the rulés made political parnicipation Gfficelt ¥ not impossible
politics of the American South. Under federal government prior 10 1965. We can undeérsiand how such a momentous
protection, the ACt permilled ANican-Americans 10 vote and transformation happemed by examining strucCtural, political
run for elected office in stales where a comdination of linkage, and governmental faciors.

violence, economic pressure, and stale and local government




government: Congress, President Johnson,
- M .l.

sctoral power of




What goes on in government can only be
understood by considering structural factors,
al linkage factors and governmental
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