
Migration 
Part II 

Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me: 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door. 

Emma Lazarus 
inscribed on the Statue of Liberty 



Effects of Migration 

The effects of migration are complex, bringing both 
advantages and disadvantages for the home state, 

the host state and the migrant. 

The effects of migration vary widely and not all 
effects, whether good or bad, will affect all states 
and migrants. The following slides list a number of 

effects which may or may not be relevant in specific 
situations. 

Too, time has an impact. Short-term gains 
can become long-term losses. Low-wage 

workers, for example, might be welcomed 
during a labor shortage but extraneous 

when the shortage ends. 

Migrant workers in VA 



Effects of Migration: 
Home State 

POSITIVE 

o reduces pressure on jobs and resources 

o potential for increased trade flows 

o remittances from workers an important 
source of foreign income (now often outstrip 
foreign aid) 

o returning migrants bring savings, skills and 
international contacts 



Effects of Migration: 
Home State 

POSITIVE 

o potential return of skilled workers 

o reduces population and density 

o fewer people to feed and house 

o returning migrants increase social 
expectations in the community 

a Yahi Indian gave up his 
hunter-gatherer life to 
live in San Francisco 



Effects of Migration: 
Home State 

NEGATIVE 

o a loss of young, able-bodied, well-educated and 
otherwise economically valuable citizens 

o reduced growth and productivity 

o young people educated abroad on state-sponsored 
scholarships but stay in host state 

o brain drain 

o loss of tax revenue 

o loss of labor may deter inward investment by private 
organizations 

o immigrants’ region may suffer from a spiral decline 
that is difficult to halt 

Migration Hurts the Homeland 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/30/opinion/migration-hurts-the-homeland.html?_r=0


Effects of Migration: 
Home State 

NEGATIVE 

o lower return from public investments 

o aging population and higher death rate – loss of 
young people and decreased birth rate 

o loss of young men creates an unbalanced 
population structure 

o division of families, social problems for children 
left behind 

o returning migrants may impose social cost on 
community as support mechanisms aren’t in place 
for them 



Effects of Migration: 
Home State 

NEGATIVE 

o marriage rates fall, family structures break 
down 

o young migrants increase the dependency 
ratio 

o loss of cultural leadership and traditions 

o traditional societies threatened 

o loss of those most likely to have education 
and skills 



Effects of Migration: 
Host State 

POSITIVE 

o a supply of low-cost labor for host states 

o help overcome labor shortages 

o often prepared to do unskilled / less desirable 
jobs 

o some are highly skilled, gains skilled labor at 
reduced cost, fill any skills gap that exists 

o labor surplus - those with skills and education fuel 
the economy 

o influx of new and/or revitalized providers of local 
services, including services to an aging population 

o technology transfer 

o potential for increased trade flows 



Effects of Migration: 
Host State 

POSITIVE 

o younger population - birth rate increase and 
death rate decrease 

o multiculturalism / cultural diversity 

o creation of a multi-ethnic society increases 
understanding of other cultures 

o costs of retirement can be transferred back to 
home state 

o increased tax revenue and pension contributions 

o energy and innovation 

o help locals develop skills for working 
internationally  



Effects of Migration: 
Host State 

NEGATIVE 

o higher unemployment (if unrestricted numbers of 
in-comers) 

o depressed wages (seems to be temporary) 

o over dependency in some industries on migrant 
labor, leading to a lack of jobs for locals 

unemployed 
Mexicans 



Effects of Migration: 
Host State 

NEGATIVE 

o pressure on housing and services - immigrants 
tend to be less healthy, placing strain on the 
health service, and they tend to live in low quality 
housing 

o welfare issues 

o costs of educating migrant children  

o much of earnings, including pension payments, is 
repatriated to home state 

o social problems - resentment and fear toward 
newcomers, discrimination, need to integrate 

o diluted national identity 



Effects of Migration: 
Host State 

NEGATIVE 

o reinforces dominance of males 

o creation of segregated ethnic areas 

o language problems 

o limited skills/education in immigrant population 

o call for controls on immigration 

o entrenchment of 
attitudes which 
may encourage 
fundamentalism 

Most commonly spoken 
language by London Borough 



Effects of Migration: 
Migrant 

POSITIVE 

o opportunity as niche provider of local services, 
including services to an aging population 

o ability to provide remittances to family in home 
state 

o technology transfer 

o better life 

o new skills 

o enhance life prospects 

o increased understanding of other cultures 



Effects of Migration: 
Migrant 

NEGATIVE 

o vulnerable to exploitation 

o increased security monitoring 

o integration difficulties, friction with local people 

o issues of identity 

o aspects  of cultural identity are lost, particularly 
among second-generation migrants 

o differing cultural values between generations 

o issues of adaptation and assimilation  

o lack of opportunity in home state for those most likely 
to have education and skills 

o family left behind 



Study: Assessing the 
Impacts of Migrant Workers 

An Oxford Economics research study published by 
the Department of Employment and Learning (DEL) 

concluded that migrant workers in Ireland had helped 
maintain an adequate labor supply to fuel the 2004–

2008 economic boom. 

The availability of migrant labor seems to have made 
the difference between some businesses surviving, or 

in the case of food processing, not needing to 
relocate production abroad. 

The authors quote a survey of 600 businesses where 
31% said that migrants were important in the 

survival of their organization. This rose to 50% in 
health and social care, and agriculture. 



Study: Assessing the 
Impacts of Migrant Workers 

In addition, the study indicated that migrants have 

o facilitated growth in the economy 

o brought benefits to the tourism industry 
through the development of new air routes 

o had a positive influence on the productivity or 
efficiency of local workers 

o contributed new ideas and a fresh approach to 
firms 

o greater cultural links with developing states 
that prove useful in growing international trade 

The Economic, Labour Market and Skills Impacts of 
Migrant Workers in Northern Ireland 

https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/publications/economic-labour-market-and-skills-impacts-migrant-workers-northern-ireland
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/publications/economic-labour-market-and-skills-impacts-migrant-workers-northern-ireland


Study: Analysis of the 
Impacts of Migration 

Study conducted by The Migration Advisory Committee 
(MAC), a British public body comprised of economists and 
migration experts that provide transparent, independent 

and evidence-based advice to the UK Government on 
migration issues.  

The evidence for the impact of migrants on employment 
and unemployment is mixed, with most studies estimating 

little or no association between migrant inflows and 
changes to employment. A few studies estimate that 

migration is associated with a reduction in native 
employment. Those migrants who have been in the UK for 

over five years are not associated with displacement of 
UK-born workers. 



Study: Analysis of the 
Impacts of Migration 

The 2011 study reported the following findings. 

Working-age migrants are associated with a reduction in 
local employment rates during slow economic growth or 

during an economic downturn, but no such effect is 
identified at other times. 

Those migrants who have been in the UK for over 5 years 
are not associated with displacement of UK-born workers. 

Migration has no impact on average wages, but migration 
increases wages at the top of the wage distribution and 
lowers wages at the bottom of the wage distribution. 

The primary negative influences on survey respondents’ 
perceptions of their local area is the level of social 
deprivation rather than the level of new migration. 

Analysis of the Impacts of Migration 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/257235/analysis-of-the-impacts.pdf


International Migration and 
Population Dynamics 

o The number of international migrants worldwide has 
grown faster than the world’s population. 

o International migration contributes significantly to 
population growth in parts of the world, and reverses 
negative growth in some areas. 

o The impact of negative net migration is generally 
modest for states with large populations. 

o Net migration is projected to have a significant impact 
on the size of populations in a number of major areas. 

o Migration can contribute to slowing the long-term trend 
toward population aging. 

o While international migration can modify dependency 
ratios, it cannot reverse the trend of population aging. 



o War and civil strife continue to force massive refugee 
migration in many parts of the world. 

o The number of refugees worldwide is rising to new 
historic levels. 

o Europe’s asylum crisis is getting worse. Migrants 
fleeing the conflicts in Syria, Afghanistan and Eritrea 
will not be going home any time soon and more will 
follow. 

o There has been an increase in the complexity, size and 
changes in the direction of international migrant flows 
over time. 

Trends in International 
Migration 

Darfur refugees, 
Sudan, 2004 

o There has been a large increase in the 
number of migrants who move from 
less to more developed states. 



Trends in International 
Migration 

o In many more developed states, the percentage of 
population that is foreign born has increased 
significantly in recent decades and that presents 
challenges for the integration process in host states. 

o Movements are taking place between states of the 
South (rather than only South to North). There are 
new poles of economic activity that are growing very 
rapidly - for example China, Brazil, India - providing an 
attraction for migrants. 

o A rising share of international migrants now lives in 
high-income states such as the US and Germany, while 
a growing share was born in middle-income states such 
as India and Mexico. (People living in lower-income 
states want to move but most do not have the 
resources to undertake the journey.) 



Trends in International 
Migration 

o Experience has shown that migration, when 
governed fairly, can make a very important 
contribution to social and economic development 
both in the home states and in the host states. 

o A growing proportion of women are 
migrating independently as 
breadwinners for their families, or are 
being trafficked and suffering human 
rights abuses as demand for labor has 
become focused on domestic work, 
services, hospitality and sex. 



Trends in International 
Migration 

o The global war for talent is intensifying and 
states will either be aggressive in 
welcoming talented migrants or lose out. 
Experts expect an acceleration in migration 
by high-skilled foreigners, mostly from Asia 
but from other regions as well. [Whether 
or not the US benefits at all depends on 
whether Congress amends immigration law 
to increase the number of high-skill and 
high-income migrants. A Canadian 
diplomat recently pleaded, “Please don’t 
copy our immigration laws.” Canada wants 
those high-skill people in Vancouver, 
Calgary, Winnipeg and Toronto.] 



Trends in International 
Migration 

o Migrants are sending home more money than ever 
before. The overall annual flow of remittances has 
nearly tripled since 2000. 

o The share of remittances received by middle-income 
states has risen to an estimated 71%. 

o Total remittances to low- and middle-income states are 
nearly three times the amount of foreign aid to those 
states. 

o The economic importance of remittances is larger in 
poorer states. Remittances account for 8% of the gross 
domestic product in low-income states, 2% in middle-
income states and less than 1% in high-income states. 



Trends in International 
Migration 

o The US has the world’s largest number of international 
migrants. But... 

o The foreign born as a share of the total 
population is still considerably lower in the US 
(14%) than in other major destination states. 

o The origins of US immigrants have become 
more concentrated over time with a larger and 
larger share coming from Latin America and 
the Caribbean (55%). 

o There is an increased apprehension about immigration 
in host states: immigrants are scapegoats when 
unemployment rises, compassion fatigue 



Trends in International 
Migration: Public Opinion 

US Adults’ Preferred Policy toward Illegal Immigrants 



Trends in International 
Migration 

o Migration is a critical issue in the national politics 
and elections of many states. 

o States are retreating from philosophical 
differences over multiculturalism vs acculturation 
and increasingly agreeing to focus on practice ... 
in particular, housing, employment and education. 

o Trapped in election cycles, afraid of negative 
media coverage and singularly lacking in political 
leadership, migration policy continues to be short-
term, reactive and ineffective. 



Trends in International 
Migration: Urbanization 

o Populations in less developed states move to 
cities in search of work and income. 

o Urbanization 

o migration from rural areas 

o lack of jobs in countryside 

o cities unable to cope with influx: lack of 
services, inadequate housing, not enough jobs 

Lagos, Nigeria Mumbai, India Mexico City, Mexico  



Trends in International 
Migration: Urbanization 
Rank  City / Urban Area  State  Population  

1  Tokyo–Yokohama  Japan  37,843,000 

2  Jakarta (Jabodetabek)  Indonesia  30,539,000 

3  Delhi  India  24,998,000 

4  Manila (Metro Manila)  Philippines  24,123,000 

5  
Seoul–Gyeonggi–
Incheon (Sudogwon)  

South Korea  23,480,000 

6  Shanghai  China  23,416,000 

7  Karachi  Pakistan  22,123,000 

8  Beijing  China  21,009,000 

9  New York City  United States 20,630,000 

10  
Guangzhou–
Foshan (Guangfo)  

China  20,597,000 



Trends in International 
Migration: Urbanization, 2030 

o There is massive global migration into a small number of 
megacities, cities with 10 million people or more. 

o Over two dozen of those megacities are on the coast. 

o Many of these coastal areas are low lying or even sinking. 
Combine that with global sea level rise and much of the 
billions of dollars in new infrastructure needed will almost 
certainly be built in the most vulnerable places. 

o More housing and infrastructure will compete for limited 
space with existing resources like coastal marshes, swamps 
and mangrove habitats ... the very resources that provide 
natural protection. 

o More development means more run off and pollutants in 
the estuaries ... the very estuaries that are needed to 
provide seafood and other crucial ecosystem services. 



Trends in International 
Migration: Urbanization, 2030 



US Immigration Statistics 

The following slides contain information specific 
to the United States. 

1. US immigration has occurred in waves, with 
peaks followed by troughs  

2. Sources of US immigrants 

3. Sources of US immigrants across time 

4. Top 10 home states for US immigrants 

5. Share of US foreign-born workers by 
occupation 

6. Population pyramids of US native and foreign-
born 



1. US immigration has occurred 
in waves, with peaks 
followed by troughs. 



2. Sources of US 
Immigrants, 2013  



3. Sources of US Immigrants 
Across Time 

 interactive version 

http://insightfulinteraction.com/immigration200years.html


4. Top 10 Home States of US 
Immigrants, 2013 



5. Share of US Foreign-Born 
Workers by Occupation, 2014 

Immigration Will Save the American Economy, So Embrace It 

http://www.cheatsheet.com/business/embrace-immigration-america-the-economy-depends-on-it.html/?a=viewall


6. Population Pyramids of US 
Native and Foreign-Born (%) 



Historical Trends in US 
Internal Migration  

Historically, the US population moved west and 
south. 

o The Gold Rush (1849) and the Donner Party were 
the most dramatic examples of hardship. 

o Wells, pumps, aqueducts, mosquito control and 
air conditioning allowed moves which otherwise 
would have been impossible. 

o The loss of industrial jobs in the east 
complemented the increase in Sunbelt service 
sector jobs (biotech, communications). 



Trends in US Internal 
Migration  

o Normal internal migration has been characterized 
by a population shift from rural to urban areas. 

o Within urban areas, a large population shift from 
central cities to suburbs has occurred in the last 
half of the 20th century. 

o For the first time since the 1940s, more 
immigrants from Mexico are leaving the US than 
are coming into the state. 

o Population is shifting from high-tax, high-cost 
states such as New York and California to low-tax, 
low-cost states such as Florida and Texas. (That 
also means a low level of services.) 



Trends in US Internal 
Migration  

o The huge metropolitan areas of Texas -- DFW, 
Houston, Austin, San Antonio -- are among the 
fastest growing in the state. 

o Look for similar growth in business-friendly 
medium-size and small metro areas farther 
north -- Oklahoma City, Wichita, Omaha, 
Sioux Falls and Fargo. 

o Internal migration in the US has dropped 
dramatically. Migration rates have fallen for 
most distances, demographic and 
socioeconomic groups, and geographic areas. 

Pew Immigration Trends 

http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/immigration-trends/


Trends in US Internal 
Migration: Migration to Cities 



Trends in US Internal 
Migration: Migration to Cities 

o suburbanization 

o automobiles and roads 

o American Dream 

o better services 

o counter-urbanization 

o idyllic settings 

o cost of land for 
retirement 

o slow pace, yet high 
tech connections to 
services and markets 

US internal migration during the 1990s. 



Emerging International 
Migration Issues 

o States must think about practical measures to gain the 
benefits of migration, while addressing the challenges. 

o States can institute measures that lower some of the 
costs of migration (example: allowing migrants  
multiple entry visas to make it possible for them to 
migrate in circular patterns or to return to their home 
states without fear of not being able to come back to 
the host state). 

o Migration has the potential for bringing people together 
but it brings social and cultural pressures that require 
planning. It’s essential to dispel the misinformation 
many locals believe, to provide migrants with good 
information about the local community, and to provide 
opportunities for integration. 



The Bottom Line 

Where the economic preconditions exist, migration is 
inevitable. When people try to prevent migration it 

just goes underground. 

It is clear that migration can be beneficial for 
migrants, but only if their rights are protected 

properly. Migrants whose rights are well respected 
are best able to participate in the broader process of 
social and economic development in their host and 
home states. Migrants who have an irregular legal 
status are vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.  

British anti refugee sticker 



The Bottom Line 

Like it or not... 

You enjoy migrant food, culture and music. 

A migrant health worker is caring for you or your 
relatives. 

A migrant teacher is helping educate and care for 
your children or grandchildren. 

You are depending on technology developed by a 
migrant entrepreneur. 

Migrants are doing jobs you’re unwilling to do, 
allowing you to live comfortably. 



The End 


